
Ayers Rock climbing myths



Just about everything Parks Australia and the 
Park Board say about the Climb is a myth!



“Under our traditional law climbing is not 
permitted”

“Due to cultural reasons Anangu do not climb 
Uluru”

1. “We never Climb”



1. Mythbusted - “We did Climb!”
• First climbers Pre-Anangu Peoples - 30,000 years ago 
• Anangu culture likely emerged about 4000 years ago – creation myths include the Dingo
• Stories about summit features revealed to Charles Mountford indicate generations of Anangu climbed.
• 1939 Billy and Mick (With Frank Clune, Victor Dumas and F Bails Cuttark’s expedition)
• 1940 Anangu Guides climbed with Anthropologist Charles Mountford 
• 1946, 1947 climbing Guide Anangu Man Tiger Tjalkalyirri took groups to the summit (Borgelt Film-Lutheran Arc)
• 1950 Anangu climbed with Mountford, 1957 Kadakadeka and Imalung with Bill Harney
• 1969 Nyukana and Yipati with David Hewitt – daughters of Anangu Elders.
• 1970s Principal Owner - Paddy Uluru - Traditional People climb. 
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Fact - climbing respects the views and actions of Traditional 
owners

Tiger Tjalkalyirri Paddy Uluru Toby Naninga

If tourists are stupid enough to climb 
the Rock, they’re welcome to it.
the physical act of climbing was of 
no cultural interest

TDT 1975 - Aside from Warayuki 
Anywhere else is alright

Climbing guide- signed early log 
books, encouraged visitors to climb 
in 1970s and early 1980s



Climbing respects the views of Land Councils

Before the facts are further muddied in the NT election campaign it is 
essential that the position of the traditional Aboriginal owners is 
clearly stated.

• The Aboriginal people have always recognised the legitimate tourist 
interest in the national park.

• They have consistently asserted that the park will always be available 
for the benefit of all Australians.

• They have no intention of unreasonably limiting access to Uluru 
National Park.

• Basically for the visiting tourist it will be business as usual.
• Any rare and limited restrictions necessary for ceremonial purposes 
are likely to be confined to those sites already registered as sacred 
by the NT Government's own Sacred Sites Authority (and already subject 
to restrictions).

Hansard Tuesday, 15 November 1983 Page: 2658



2. “Climbing is not safe”



2. Mythbusted Petticoat Safari 1957

Activity enjoyed safely by all ages

Ask the Leyland Brothers ep23 (1977)  Youtube Women’s Weekly Oct 1957



2. Mythbusted

Parks Australia claim 37 tourist deaths since first in 1962. Refused to provide any details.
Mike Misso Head Ranger in interview with Tim Webster 6 Nov 2017
“Yeah, look over 30 people have known to have died from climbing, and what I mean by 
that, people could, um, you know, potentially climb it, go to the resort and then you know, 
could have a heart attack later.”

• Independent corroboration: deaths ON the Rock. 18 deaths reported in newspapers and 
other sources. 

• 6 falls (1F/5M <32Y) 12M due to heart failure (1 44yo, rest >52)
• Only 2 deaths on Rock this century 2010 and 2018 – heart related to men over 60.
• 2 deaths this century at Kata Tjuta (1M/1F) age >51 (triggered by heat/acclimatisation)



2. Mythbusted – risk <2 micromorts

Responsible Climbers Under 50
1 death (M heart attack age 44 1991 base of climb)

Assumptions 75% climbers under 50 = 5.25M (7M total 1958-2018)

Micromort - a unit of risk defined as one-in-a-million chance of death

Risk in micromorts = 0.2 micromorts per climb

Responsible Climbers Over 50
11 deaths for 1.75 M climbers = 6.3 micromorts per climb

Average risk 1.7 micromorts per climb (Using 37 deaths 5.3 micromorts)

Equivalent risks to 2 micromorts

drive a car 800 km, ride a motorbike 2km, fly 3000km. Climb Mt Fuji about 15 micromorts 

per climb. Typical daily exposure for all causes about 20 micromorts per day (1 in 50K).

Safety message from Parks Australia has been grossly and irresponsibly exaggerated. 
Management of the climb has been irresponsible.



3. “Less than 20% 
want to climb”
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3. Mythbusted – Climb closed 80% of time
Since mid 2000s Climb closed about 80% of the time weather etc. 
Most of the time visitors simply do not have the choice!
Why the numbers climbing are important? 
2010 Management Plan Closure criteria – The climb will be permanently closed when: the 
proportion of visitors climbing falls below 20% (has been the case from prior 2010)
(Less than 20% chose to ride a motorbike, Segway, do the Sammy Wilson cultural tour – are 
these activities also to be banned?)

Overall proportion - 12M visitors, 7M climbed = 58%

Parks Australia installed climbing 
counters 2011-2015.

Many problems with counters – under 
reported by 30% – many equipment 
failures.

Fully closed 50%, 
Partly open 40%, 
Fully open 10%.



3. Mythbusted – 44% Climb when its open

20%

Fully open just 108 days!
When people have  a full
choice of activities 
on average 44% 
elect to climb!



How can you help?
• Let’s bust those myths! Buy the book and share it.
• also see http://righttoclimb.blogspot.com/

• Write to politicians
• Donate to https://www.gofundme.com/savetheclimb
• Legal challenge can only go ahead with wide community 

and financial support

205 days to go - NOT TOO LATE!
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